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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 8-14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ishikawa et al. (US Patent No. 6,264,61 1). Ishikawa discloses a ball- 
shaped monitoring device for use with an instrument that is insertable into a human 
body. One application of the ball sensor is to place it at the tip of a guidewire used in 
interventional procedures, such as balloon angioplasty (column 4, lines 45-65). Figure 
3 shows a balloon catheter system that could utilize the ball sensor. The figure shows a 
guidewire 10 at the non-inserted end. The device may be made of silicon or metals 
(column 15, lines 16-30). The ball sensor provides information to a remote processing 
system via RF signals. See Figure 7. Column 18, lines 15-38 discuss various 
applications of the ball sensor, including use with ultrasound and other imaging 
catheters. 
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Claims 1-6, 11-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kucharczyk et al. (US Patent No. 6,626,902). Kucharczyk discloses a 
multi-lumen, multi-functional catheter system. As can be seen from Figure 1 , the 
system comprises an in-vivo portion 2 and a non-inserted end connected to a computer 
24 (also see column 12, lines 1-55). The computer interprets acquired measurements 
from the catheter and allows for an automation of the device column 9, lines 33-44; 
column 11, lines 27-30; column 13, lines 13-17). The device can be made out of soft, 
biocompatible plastics (column 20, lines 28-32). Possible tools that can be 
implemented with the catheter system can be found at column 8, lines 1-20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kucharczyk et al. in view of any one of Tartaglia et al. (US Patent No. 6,800,056), 

Yoon'064 (US Patent No. 6,277,064) and/or Yoon'090 (US Patent No. 6,066,090). 

Kucharczyk discloses a multi-lumen, multi-functional catheter system. As can be seen 

from Figure 1 , the system comprises an in-vivo portion 2 and a non-inserted end 

connected to a computer 24 (also see column 12, lines 1-55). The computer interprets 

acquired measurements from the catheter and allows for an automation of the device 
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column 9, lines 33-44; column 11, lines 27-30; column 13, lines 13-17). The device can 
be made out of soft, biocompatible plastics (column 20, lines 28-32). Possible tools that 
can be implemented with the catheter system can be found at column 8, lines 1-20. 
The device comprises optical fiber bundles configured for conveying illumination signals 
to and from the target tissue (column 8, lines 5-7). While not explicitly stated, the use of 
LEDs as an illumination source is well known in the art and it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use LEDs as the source. In support of statement, see 
Tartaglia at column 3, lines 56-60; Yoon'064 at column 7, lines 20-24; and/or Yoon'090 
at column 5, lines 1-5. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Kish whose telephone number is 571-272-5554. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 ~ Mon. - FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,372 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3737 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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